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NoTE fRom ThE EDiToR

i have just returned from an extended holiday and been thrown straight 
into the Newsletter – a rude awakening! This month is the 25th Anniversary 
of The friends of Northcliffe and you can read more about what will be 
happening to celebrate this milestone in articles within this Newsletter.

Please see our Chairman’s plea for help with Events and Promotions in his 
“Welcome”. i know we keep mentioning this but we really do need more 
volunteers to join those who always put so much time into organising prior 
to and on the day of events.

i do hope that many of you will be able to take part in the many events
that have been planned – look on the events page and keep up to date
by logging on to the website.

Liz hansen
Editor

Cover photograph/ Liz hansen

Julia during one of the conservation events



WELComE

The wonders of modern technology – i’m typing 
this on my tablet overlooking a beautiful landscape 
in Dumfries and Galloway, connecting to the 
internet via my mobile phone, and then emailing 
the resulting article to Liz. it made me think of how 
much technology can help in achieving our aims. 
in the Northcliffe heritage Project, there’s been 
much use of technology to aid our understanding 
of what’s happened in Northcliffe in years gone 
by. We make use of technology in many different 
ways to stay in touch with our members. And 
it’s technology that helps produce the stunning 
newsletter you’re reading now, and the fabulous 
new artwork for our 25th Anniversary exhibition 
(coming to a venue near you in the New Year).
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of course, technology needs someone 
to use it and get the best out of it. 
Val has been working hard with Laura 
harris to produce the aforementioned 
exhibition artwork, together with two 
lovely new banners that can be used 
at all our events in future. The 25th 
Anniversary logo design you see on 
the front of this newsletter is courtesy 
of Phil morrison, who works so hard 
with our editor Liz to produce such a 
lovely product. The team from Bradford 
University have worked with our heritage 
team to produce some stunning images 
of what lies on and beneath the surface 
of Northcliffe. And our followers on 
social media are helping spread the 
word – we’re at almost 150 page likes 
on facebook, and this month we 
passed the phenomenal milestone of 
500 followers on Twitter.

As the year draws to a close, it’s a 
chance to reflect, too. it’s been another 
busy year, although not as busy as some 
that have gone previously. We’ve made 
the best of having no official events 
or promotions person, but the lack of 
volunteers in these two critical areas 
is meaning we have to focus on fewer 
events to make sure the quality doesn’t 
suffer. i’ve made this plea before, so i’ll 
do it again – please, if there is anything 
you can do in these areas, do get in 
touch.
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Promotions – contacting newspapers, 
creating event posters, delivering flyers 
to local places – you don’t have to be 
able to do all of this, anything would 
help. Similarly on events – someone 
to take the lead on just one event out 
of our entire calendar would help. 
fancy organising the big lunch? or Kite 
Sunday? maybe you have your own idea 
for an event? Get in touch and help keep 
the calendar vibrant. Enthusiasm and 
commitment are more important than 
previous experience. 

if you want an informal, no obligation 
chat to find out more, please contact 
me on 07976 714580 or email 
stevebruzzese@yahoo.co.uk

our winter programme of conservation 
kicks off soon, and by the time you read 
this we’ll also have had a couple of days 
with Bradford Environmental Education 
Service (BEES) volunteers. They’ll have 
spent more time on the pond, as well 
as carrying out some planting and 
maintenance in old Spring Wood. our 
second Santa Special, in conjunction 
with our friends at Bradford model 
Engineering Society (BmES), steams into 
Northcliffe on Sunday 13th December.  
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Due to the extremely swift sell-out last 
year, we’ve offered a two week period 
where friends of Northcliffe and BmES 
members only are able to book, so 
our most loyal supporters get the best 
chance of participating should they 
want to.

our Annual General meeting is also 
approaching. This year, it will take 
place on Thursday 21st January 2016, 
7pm at the Kirkgate Centre. As usual, 
our members are more than welcome 
to attend, and if you have any agenda 
items or motions you’d like to put before 
the meeting, please let me know by the 
end of December. Also, if you would 
like to nominate yourself or anyone else 
for a position on the committee, please 
contact our Secretary Sheila Parkin 
(details elsewhere in this newsletter).
Thanks once again to everyone who 
has helped make this year in Northcliffe 
another special one. All of our members, 
committee, volunteers, folk who support 
our events and users of the area – you 
all help make it worthwhile, and keep 
Northcliffe an important part of the 
community.

Thanks also to all our friends and 
partners too – Northcliffe heritage 
Project, BmES, BEES, Northcliffe 
Environmental Enterprise Team (NEET), 
Northcliffe Allotment Society (NAS), 
Shipley Club, Sponge Tree, Creative 
Angel, Q20 Events, Shipley Street Arts 
festival, Bradford University, RSPB 
Bradford and Airedale Local Group, 
Kirkgate Centre, Get out more, Asda 
Shipley, morrisons five Lane Ends, St. 
Paul’s Church and Bradford Council.  
oh, and the BBC – for their coverage
of the Northcliffe Ghost moths on The 
one Show!

i hope you enjoy all that winter has to 
offer in Northcliffe, it’s a beautiful place 
to spend a crisp, cold day when all
the trees are bare and there’s a dusting 
of snow.

All the best,
Steve Bruzzese
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Planting
friday 27th November
Top of Lynton Drive

Again working with BEES team, we will 
be planting a few trees and shrubs 
to create a scrubby area where we 
removed some snowberry bushes. if 
capacity allows we will also do a bit of 
work in the woods and on the path. 

meet at 10.15am. We will work until 
about 3pm. Bring lunch, but hot drinks 
are provided. Dress for outdoor work. 
All tools provided.
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
Woodland Session
Saturday 12th December 10am–12noon
meet by the bench near the golf club

We will be clearing the smaller beech 
saplings to enable the oak, rowan and 
birch saplings to mature and encourage 
the bluebells to thrive.

Dress appropriately, strong shoes 
recommended. Tools provided. 
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
Northcliffe Santa Special
Sunday 13th December 11am–3pm

Ride the miniature railway to Santa’s 
Grotto, very limited spaces available, 
advance bookings only. Download and 
print a booking form from our website.

DATES foR
YoUR DiARY Please always check the 

Notice Boards in case an 
event has been cancelled.

Big Garden Birdwatch
Sunday 31st January 2016 2pm–4 pm 

(in association with the Airedale and 
Bradford local group of RSPB)
Come along to our bird feeding area to 
see the birds and be part of the world’s 
largest wildlife survey! Experts will be 
on hand to help identify the birds and 
provide advice about how to attract birds 
to your garden.

Refreshments, RSPB sales goods and 
bird food will be available in the nearby 
Northcliffe Allotments Society clubhouse.

The bird feeding area is situated 
adjacent to Northcliffe Woods, between 
the lower and upper allotments.
Contact hugh firman 07712 867610 or 
h.firman@btinternet.com
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
Easter Bunny Picnic
Saturday 26th march 2016 (details TBC)

Come and ride the miniature railway, 
bring a picnic and meet Easter Bunny 
strolling around with a basket of 
goodies! Activities for children on
the day.
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Design 1 Design 2 Design 3Why not treat yourself to a new Eco 
cotton shopping bag or buy one or two 
for gifts. These good quality bags will
be on sale for £3 each or two for £5.

Bags will be available for purchase
at events and at other times please 
contact Liz and Peter hansen on
01274 594690 or Liz and Geoff morrison 
on 01274 580794.

£3 each or
two for £5.

iT’S iN
ThE BAG!

following on from our article about 
ghost moths in the last newsletter,
a group of folk from the BBC came to 
film the moths while they were flying at 
dusk above the meadow grasses.

As they agreed, the BBC did tell us it 
was on, but only a few hours before 
the broadcast, meaning most members 
would not have found out until after
the broadcast. it was available on 
catch-up for a month afterwards, and 
many people did get the opportunity
to watch it that way.

Northcliffe was not mentioned, but it
is one of the best places in Yorkshire to 
see the moths.

GhoST moThS
AGAiN!

By Joan Newman
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CoNSERVATioN
NEWS

By Julia Pearson

The early autumn work in 
Northcliffe Woods has been 
in and around the pond. 
We were pleased to have 
decided to make an earlier 
than normal start on the job 
of digging out silt and leaf 
debris, which we did in the 
second week of September.

This meant we could get into the pond 
while it was still relatively dry and 
remove a fair amount of organic matter. 
The aim of this is to try and create 
enough depth to allow areas of open 
water in the summer time. 2015 was 
relatively dry up until July and August, 
and water levels were not maintained 
(this was not helped by a leak in the 
dam wall) which emphasised the need 
for this management approach.

We felt that more needed to be done 
that we could achieve in one day, so 
scheduled a return in october, which is 
when we normally do the work (after 
creatures have finished their summer 
life cycles, but before they hibernate). 
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on this visit we successfully emptied 
the silt traps, and repaired the wooden 
revetment on the adjacent bank, but 
the water at the dam end was too deep 
for our waders so we stayed in the safe 
areas nearer the inflow. We were able 
to dig out more shale and silt here. 
Surprisingly, not everyone wants to get 
in the water (!), so we deployed people 
to clearing the build-up of leaf litter, 
which creates slippery mud, on some 
of the nearby paths.

Who are the people who are 
volunteering their time to help with the 
access and biodiversity management 
in Northcliffe Woods?
All activities are promoted to members 
of friends of Northcliffe but for some 
of the jobs we work alongside BEES 
– Bradford Environmental Education 
Service (part of Bradford YmCA). We 
do this in order to increase capacity 
and access tools and equipment that 
enable the work to get done. The 
BEES volunteer group love coming to 
Northcliffe, not least for the chance 
to get the waders on and get muddy! 
But also because it is such a lovely 
place. We can admire the frogs in the 
pond and enjoy the woodland plants 
including the wild angelica and all the 
insects it attracts.

BEES reached a landmark anniversary 
in September 2015, reaching the 30th 
anniversary. i have been involved with 
BEES since 1990 when i first volunteered 
with the conservation group.

i later joined the management 
committee and then started work in 
1999, and have been involved in the 
conservation group ever since. The 
group meets every friday (and some 
Thursdays) and helps to manage a 
variety of places that offer benefit for 
people and wildlife. We have created 
and manage both a Community 
orchard and a small urban nature 
reserve, we manage meadows in 
Great horton and in Boar’s Well Wildlife 
Reserve, and we control bracken on 
Baildon moor. We support schools 
and community groups with wildlife 
areas, and get involved with places like 
Northcliffe Woods. it is a sociable group, 
with a motivation to make a positive 
contribution as well as learn skills and 
get to know special places in and 
around Bradford.

The next day that the BEES volunteer 
group will help with is on 27th November 
when we will work at the top of Lynton 
Drive to plant shrubs and continue 
with access improvements. Everyone 
is welcome to come along and join 
in. Through the winter months we 
will continue with the work to remove 
some of the beech saplings, with the 
first session scheduled on Saturday 12th 
December at 10am.
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Wall at the ‘S’ shaped track

The Northcliffe heritage 
project has finished its first 
year of activity. Teams of 
volunteers have been 
researching the archaeology 
and history of the park and 
wood, concentrating on 
coal-mining and quarrying.

in a separate, but related, study martin 
Love and John Bromley have been 
looking at dry stone walls in the area.
A geophysical survey has revealed how 
intensely the western end of Northcliffe 
Park was mined. We have looked more 
closely at how the course of Northcliffe 
Dike may have altered in the woods 
and at its relation to the vast amounts 
of mining spoil. With the co-operation
of the Northcliffe Golf Club and of the 
neighbouring landowner, survey teams 
have followed the Dike to its source
and explored the location of shafts in 
Dungeon Wood and the field beyond.

Derek Barker has led two tutored walks 
in Northcliffe and ian Watson took survey 
volunteers and history group members 
along the historic boundary between 
Shipley and heaton. We have made 
short presentations about the ongoing 
work to four groups and exhibited a 
small display at the Shipley heritage 
Day. We have already been able to 
make changes to the county’s historic 
Environment Record for Northcliffe. By 
December the full results of this year’s 
work will be communicated in a report 
to the foN committee which will also
be available to any interested members. 
We are organising a public meeting on 
Saturday 16th January 2016 at hall Royd 
Church, 1.30pm for displays and 2–3pm 
to discuss our findings. At present we 
are in the process of planning next 
year’s activities. There is much more to 
learn. Watch this space.

NoRThCLiffE hERiTAGE
PRoJECT

By Tony Woods
and Derek Barker
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During the summer of
2015 we conducted a survey 
of the dry stone walls in 
Northcliffe for the Northcliffe 
heritage Project.

We have calculated that at the time 
of the first oS map in 1852 there were 
approximately 6,400m of dry stone
wall, assuming that all the boundaries
marked on the map were dry stone wall. 
This was made up of walls at the top 
and bottom of old Spring Wood, a wall 
along the top of Northcliffe Wood and 
several walls splitting the open area into 
individual fields. only the walls around 
the allotments and the one at the rear 
of the houses on Lynton Drive remain in 
good condition (12% of the total), whilst 
the wall along the top of old Spring 
Wood is of varying states of collapse.
We have done some repairs to this
wall where the stone is still relatively 
close and where tree growth permits. 
Elsewhere, there is evidence of some 
foundations still in place if you know 
where to look!

DRY SToNE WALLS

By John Bromley
and martin Love

Using a fair few assumptions we have 
calculated that over 8,000 tonnes of 
stone was used to build the walls that 
were in place in 1852! This would all 
have been quarried locally and there 
are several sites in the woods that are 
likely sources of the stone.
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following our condolences to the 
family and friends of Donald Raine in 
the Summer newsletter, we thought 
it fitting to share how big a part he 
played in friends of Northcliffe over 
the years. A thanksgiving service was 
held for Donald at Northcliffe Church 
on July 6th. from records Donald and 
family were supporters of friends of 
Northcliffe from at least 2002, giving 
generously to funds. he and his wife 
Barbara were usually seen at the Gala, 
and in earlier times he led walks in 
the woods from the Gala. he was a 
knowledgeable birdwatcher, and was 
often seen at RSPB meetings. Donald 
preceded Lisa by producing nature 
notes for Northcliffe News under the 
name ‘Romany Raine’. he was a frog 
enthusiast and hugh firman says he 
always knew when spring was on the 
way because Donald would return to 
Lynton Drive, where he lived for many 
years, to inspect the ponds! on several 
occasions Donald entertained some 
of us in his house with wildlife films 
followed by a bite to eat. Donald was 
an avid collector of books, particularly 
methodist ones, and catalogued and 
sold some of these from his home. he 
leaves his wife Barbara and 2 sons.

Joan Newman

Welcome to the following new members 
who have joined since the summer 2015 
newsletter:

maggie fleming, malcolm and Jo-
Ann hendry, Ben and Gill murdoch, 
Peter Ratcliffe, Rose Reeve, Nicola and 
Duncan Robinson, Tim Rowbotham, 
Kate Stearn, marie Taylor, Thomas 
Willis, Chris and Kate Wontner-Smith, 
Colin Wright and Eddie Wright and Gretl 
Young.

Welcome back to Patricia flynn,
Chris Rollings, Joyce Robertshaw and 
Alan Tate.

There are now 183 families who have 
paid a subscription for this year – 
amazing, and twice as many as when 
i became treasurer and membership 
secretary 8 years ago. i remember 
an early meeting when we aimed at 
increasing to 120 members! Can we 
achieve 200 in 2016?

14 families have ceased being 
members.

many members now receive our 
newsletters by e-mail only. if anyone 
wishes to return to a hard copy as well 
please contact me. it is now a very 
attractive A5 booklet publication and 
could be left lying around at home to 
encourage new members, or passed
on to others.

mEmBERShiP AND
SUBSCRiPTioNS
APRiL 2015 – mARCh 2016

DECEmBER 2015



11

Across
1  (see also 9 across) Begins ‘ode to  
 Autumn’ by Keats (6)
4 Xii (6)
9 (see 1 across) (2,5)
10 A long fictional story (5)
11 A northern duck with soft down (5)
12 Vast red mixed draws attention
 to these (7)
13 Northcliffe has quite a few of these (5)
15 Can be tied in these (5)
20 A small child (7)
21 Red cloak & white beard = who? (7)
23 A bear eating mainly bamboo (5)
25 first letter of a name (7)
26 Second bank holiday of the new year (6)
27 White herons which are now resident
 in the UK (6)

NoRThCLiffE
CRoSSWoRD
No. 11

The answers can be found on the back
page of this newsletter.

Composed by Douglas Lumb and
Joan Newman

Down
1 Communication heard, not seen (6)
2 i made turned & pointed at target (5)
3 Watch carefully (7)
5 Lacking in facial colour (3)
6 A young hare (7)
7 Enrol in the armed forces (6)
8 Dam in Egypt to restrict flooding
 of the Nile (5)
14 e.g. rats, mice, squirrels, beavers (7)
16 Spring is when most birds start
 this activity (7)
17 Scramble pleats to become a form
 of fastening (7)
18 it ran disturbed through the woods (5)
19 Sea leg turns to become large birds (6)
22 A sound (5)
24 We all have this, and it gets bigger (3)
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JoLLY hoLLY

Jolly holly! it’s the tree
that jollifies our Christmas 
and winter celebrations – 
and it has been doing that 
for thousands of years, 
even before the very first 
Christmas.

All through the summer the holly grows 
quietly amongst all the other green 
trees in the wood. in the early autumn 
it goes unnoticed as its neighbours take 
on their fabulous firework colours.  

WooDY’S SPoT
for younger friends

By Jeannie Kopasz

12

But in the winter it takes centre stage 
– indoors and out. When all the other 
trees are left with stark, bare branches 
the holly is ready to party! With her 
glossy, dark green leaves and scarlet 
berry jewels she looks amazing! 

once upon a time it was thought 
that woodland spirits, or fairy people, 
lived in green foliage. in cold northern 
countries, some of the evergreen 
branches were taken indoors in the 
winter so that the spirits (or fairies) 
would be kept warm and would not
die of cold.Eventually, holly came to 
have a part in Christian celebrations.

its blood red berries and spiky leaves 
are a reminder of Christ’s crown of 
thorns and his suffering on the cross.

holly berries are 
PoiSoNoUS.

Birds can eat them
but you

mUST NoT!

The word
‘foliage’ means

all the 
green leaves

on a tree.
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There are lots of holly trees growing in the woods at Northcliffe.
Look closely at one and check out the truth of these Jolly holly facts;

– The leaves are dark green on the upper side and pale green below.

– holly leaves are tough and leathery with shiny waxy surfaces which help to

 retain water. This is why holly leaves don’t dry out and wither when they are   
 used for Christmas decorations.

– The leaves on the lower branches have sharply pointed edges. These protect   
 the tree from browsing deer who might fancy holly leaves for supper!

– The leaves on the upper branches are smoother and have only a single point

 at the tip. This is because deer don’t climb trees!

– The wood, beneath the smooth grey-green bark, is ivory white and is    
 sometimes used for carving and other wood crafts.

– in a hard winter, birds may strip the holly tree of berries. The fruit is swallowed   
 and the small hard seeds are passed in the birds’ droppings. This is how new   
 holly trees are grown.

– holly trees are either male or female and both have tiny white flowers in

 the spring. only the female trees have berries.

– fairies are very shy!  if they stay hidden you may not be able to see them!

Leaves and Berries
Can you find 20 holly 
leaves and 25 holly 
berries hidden in the 
shape pattern?
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CoNTACT DETAiLS:
Chair: Steve Bruzzese
T: 01274 530142 E: stevebruzzese@yahoo.co.uk

Deputy Chair: hugh firman
T: 01274 594109 E: h.firman@btinternet.com

Events: (to be filled)

Promotions: (to be filled)

Conservation Activities: Julia Pearson
T: 01274 590898 E: juliapearson24@googlemail.com

membership and Treasurer: Joan Newman
T: 01274 583004 E: joanandmartin@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary: Sheila Parkin
T: 01274 594518 E: sheilaparkin@hotmail.co.uk

Newsletter: Liz hansen
T: 01274 594690 E: lizhansen@btinternet.com

Website: Keith Scott
T: 01274 585694 E: keith@the-scott-family.org.uk

General Enquiries: friendsofnorthcliffe@gmail.com

Website: www.friendsofnorthcliffe.org.uk

Answers to Crossword no 11

Across 
1 Season; 4 Twelve; 9 of mists; 10 Novel; 11 Eider; 12 Adverts; 13 Trees; 
15 Knots; 20 Toddler; 21 Santa; 23 Panda; 25 initial; 26 Easter; 27 Egrets

Down
1 Spoken; 2 Aimed; 3 observe; 5 Wan; 6 Leveret; 7 Enlist; 8 Aswan;
14 Rodents; 16 Nesting; 17 Staple; 18 Train; 19 Eagles; 22 Noise; 24 Age

Design
Phil morrison

Printed by


